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The  Conquest  of  Canada,  or  the  Siege  of  Quebec,  an  Historical 
Tragedy  of  Five  ^  cts,  by  George  Cookings,  8vo.,  hf.  calf,  very 
rare ,  unknown  to  Rich.  Lond.  1766 

A  very  rare  and  curious  production.  The  following  extract  will  give  some  idea 
of  the  Poetry.  The  Lady  Abbess  at  Quebec  is  comforting  her  nuns,  who  ^ 
dread  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  English  ;  she  reassures  them  and  says;  1 
“  What  the  whole  Nation  is  I  ^ 

'  Cannot  say,  but  I’m  told  by  a  Lady,  />JV 

Who  was  at  Louisburg  taken  by  them, 

That  the  officers  behaved  with  the  greatest 
Civility  and  Politeness  to  all, 

But  in  a  more  peculiar  manner,  to 
The  Religions  Ladies  and  Orders,  of 
All  sorts';  kept  the  strictest  decorum  in 
The  Town,  among  the  Soldiers,  and  stuck  most 
Honorably  to  their  Capitulation,  &c. 

2 nd  Nun.  O  !  terrible. — if  they  should  take  the  City — 

And  we  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  those 
Rough  Englishmen!  ’’  &c.,  &c. 
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TO  MY 


BEN  EFACTORS, 

AND 

/ 

benefactresses. 

My  Lords,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  Have  long  wilhed  for  an  opportunity  to 
acknowledge,  with  heart- felt  fatisfadlion, 
the  repeated  adts  of  your  benevolence;  and 
have  endeavoured  to  convey  my  fentiments 

of  gratitude,  in  the  following  Poem. 

,  * 

As  you  have  from  time  to  time  favoured-  my 
performances  with  your  approbation,  greatly 
beyond  their  merit ;  it  hath  imboldened 
me  once  mere  to  addrefs  the  following  to 
you,  the  Benevolent  and  Humane;  who,  cad: 
a  commiferating  look  on  the  fons  and  daughters 
of  afflidtion  ;  heave  the  fympathizing  hgh,  and 
'  full  of  godlike  pity,  reach  out  to  them  the 
friendly  hand  of  affiftance,  to  relieve  their 
wants,  and  eafe  the  poignancy  of  their  did  refs  : 
who  rejoice  at  every  opportunity,  to  imitate  the 
gracious  giver  of  all  good  things ;  bear  a  general 
good-will  to  mankind  ;  and  kindly  condefcend 
to  look  with  complacency  on  all  around :  who, 
out  of  the  plenty  with  which  Providence  hath 
bleffed  you,  genercufly  appropriate  a  part, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  public,  to  reward  the 

meritorious. 


meritorious,  and  raife  up  proper  edifices  for  the 
reception  of  the  poor,  diftrefied,  and  indigent. 

You  have  furnilhed  me  with  the  noble  fub>» 
jedt,  and  infpired  me  with  thefe  agreeable  fen- 
fations  j  be  pleafed  to  patronize  the  production, 
to  which  you  have  given  birth,  and  which  de¬ 
pends  on  you  for  its  exiftence  j  and  look 
with  your  wonted  fmiles  of  candour,  on  my 
endeavours  to  pleafe. 

Thus,  in  hopes  to  reach  the  fummit  of  my 
wilhes,  I  {hall,  with  the  greateft  deference,  and 
pleafure,  fubfcribe  myfelf. 

My  Lords,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  much  obliged,  mod  obedient, 

% 

And  grateful  humble  fervant, 

t  • 

GEORGE  COCKINGS. 
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BENEVOLENCE, 

f 

m 

AND 

G  R  A  T  I  T  U  D  E.‘ 

ESC  END  cceleftial  Mufe  !  my  Song 
infpire ; 

With  fentiments  fublime,  my  bofom  fire. 

To  fing  the  gifts  conferr’d  on  human  race  ; 
With  gratitude  the  ftreams  of  blifs  to  trace, 
Back  to  the  fount  of  inexhaufted  love  j 
Who,  with  all-bounteous  kindnefs  from  above? 
Show’rs  bleffings  down,  benevolently  meant. 
To  make  men  happy,  chearful,  and  content. 

And  teach  me  in  a  proper  light  to  place 
Thofe  brighteil  ornaments  of  human  race; 
Who  can,  with  great  benignity  of  heart. 

To  their  inferiors  happinefs  impart: 

Who,  by  their  a&ions,  which  from  pity  flow. 
Referable  moft  their  Maker  here  below : 

And  when  I  lhall  the  pleafing  talk  begin. 
Awake  each  grateful  fentiment  within. 

B  JkforG 
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E  er  time  began  his  deflin’d  courfe  to  run 
With  tteady  pace;  or  the  unweary’d  fun 
Shone  round  the  world,  to  give  the  nations  light, 
Confulion  reign’d,  and  black  tremendous  night. 
Then,  e’er  Omnipotence  created  man. 

As  wifdom  pre-defign’d  the  noble  plan; 

God’s  fpirit  mov’d  wide  o’er  the  pregnant  deep. 
Gave  chaos  laws,  and  lull’d  uproar  aileep. 

Let  there  be  gladfome  light  diffus’d  abroad. 

So  ipake  th’  omnipotent  creating  God  : 

Wide  thro’  all  fpace  the  great  command  was 
-  heard, 

f  rom  gloom  divided  heav’nly  light  appear’d; 
And  day  God  call’d  the  fweet  all-chearing  light* 
On  darknefs  he  impos’d  the  name  of  night : 

Th  is  the  prime  day  of  time,  fo  call’d  by  man. 
When  wifdom  firft  its  wond’rous  works  began. 

God  s  fiat  next  produc’d  the  lofty  fky 
Of  azure  blue,  and  hung  the  roof  on  high  ; 
Above  the  arch  unbounded  waters  roll ; 

Below,  earth’s  ocean  flretch’d  from  pole  to  pole; 
This  was  the  fecond  day,  in  which  we  read. 
Creating  wifdom  its  great  pow’r  dilplay’d. 

God  fpake,  and  congregating  waters  hear. 

In  channels  roll,  and  let  dry  land  appear ; 
Waters  obedient,  funk  within  their  bound  ; 

The  land  emerg’d,  with  verdure  yet  uncrown’d  : 

God 
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God  faw  ’twas  good,  and  ev’ry  thing  did  pleafe. 
Call’d  dryland  earth,  and  call’d  the  waters  feas: 
At  his  command,  the  world  was  clad  around 
With  grafs,  herbs,  trees,  fprung  from  the  teem¬ 
ing  ground  ; 

Each  in  its  kind,  feed  yielding  herbs  for  food; 
Trees  yielding  fruit,  and  God  beheld  it  good  : 
This  was  perform’d  before  the  third  day’s  clofe. 
In  which  the  wonders  of  creation  rofe. 

Let  there  be  lights,  faid  God,  in  heav’n  dis¬ 
play’d. 

To  rule  the  day,  and  chear  the  gloomy  fhade. 
And  let  them  be  for  ligns,  days,  feafons,  years; 
It  was  his  will,  and  what  he  wills  appears  : 

The  lun,  and  moon,  now  firft  began  their  round. 

With  flars  unnumber’d,  Heav’n’s  expanfe  was 
crown’d  : 

Launch  d  from  their  Maker’s  hand,  they  ceafe- 
lefs  glow. 

Unerring  roll,  and  fend  their  light  below  : 

Thro’  boundlefs  fpace  refulgent  glories  fhine. 
And  Ipeak  their  Maker  wife,  immenfe,  divine  : 
This  tne  fourth  day,  by  Mofes  we  are  taught, 

Ci eating  wifdom's  mighty  fiat  wrought. 

Let  waters  breed  of  living  creatures  flore,  1 
faid  God,  and  fowls,  in  air  aloft  to  foar  ;  \ 

Livers  brought  forth,  and  feas,  from  fhore 
fhore. 

B  2  His 
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His  fiat  rais’d  (as  wifdom  predefign’d) 

The  feather’d  fowls  on  wing,  of  ev’ry  kind  j 
Created  whales,  and  all  the  num’rous  brood 
Of  moving  creatures  in  the  briny  flood  : 

He  blefs’d  the  whole,  (let  men  his  goodnefs 
praife) 

Be  fruitful,  multiply,  fill  earth,  air,  feas : 

On  this  fifth  day,  thefe  creatures  rofe  to  view. 
When  big  with  life  the  feas,  and  rivers  grew. 

Let  earth  bring  forth,  faid  Heav’n’s  eternal 
King, 

Cattle,  and  beads,  and  ev’ry  creeping  thing. 
Each  in  its  kind,  the  earth  obedient  heard  j 
Cattle,  and  hearts,  and  creeping  things  appear’d  ; 
Naked  to  view  the  grand  production  flood, 
Compleatly  whole,  and  God  beheld  it  good. 

His  next  great  work  was  lordly  man  to  make  j 
As  if  in  council,  thus  the  God-head  fpakej 
Man  let  us  make,  divinely  form’d,  ereCt, 

Him,  as  their  Lord,  let  all  below  refpeCt  ; 
With  winged  fowls,  fubjedted  to  him  thrown. 
Strong  and  fierce  beads,  {hall  his  dominion  own. 
With  what  foe  ver  moveth  in  the  fea, 

Or  creeps  on  earth,  {hall  feel  his  fov’reign  fway  j 
So  God  created  man  with  upright  heart, 

In  his  own  image,  of  himfelf  a  part; 


Breath’d 
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Breath’d  vital  warmth,  and  vigor,  thro*  the 
whole, 

And  draightway  man  became  a  living  foul : 

He  deign’d  the  creature  of  his  love  to  fill . 
With  reaion,  mem’ry,  underfianding,  will; 
And  added  this  great  benediction  too,, 

Be  fruitful,  multiply;,  the  earth  fubdue; 

Beads,  fifhes,  fowls,  and  ev’ry  living  thing. 
Shall  all  fubmit,  and  own  their  earthly  king  : 
The  benediction  operates  we  fee ; 

For  none  can  null  Jehovah’s  firm  decree. 
Omnipotence  the  whole  creation  view’d. 
Unerring  wifdom  faw  ’twas  very  good  ; 

Thus  in  fix  days  *  the  mighty  fiat  wrought,- 
And  to  perfection  all  creation  brought. 

Now,  man  fupply’d  by  God’s  benevolenccj, 
With  ev’ry  thing  deleCtable  to-fenfe. 

Was  plac’d  in  J*  paradife,  as  lord  of  all. 

Ruler  fupreme  o’er  this  terraqueous  ball. 

The  folitary  monarch,  tho’  pollefs’d 
Of  all  the  world,  was  not  compleatly  blefs’d  : 
Kind  heav’n  had  yet  the  greateit  blifs  in  ftore; 
Its  lad  bed  gift ;  and  man  cou’d  wifla  no  more  ; 
He  faid,  to  whom  all  nature’s  laws  are  known* 
It  is  not  ■f*  fit  that  man  fhou’d  be  alone; 

For  him  I’ll  make  a  delicate  helpmeet. 

To  give  him  joy,  and  render  life  more  fweetj 

*  Vide  the  firft  chapter  of  Genefis. 
t  Vide  the  fecond  chapter  of  Genefis, 

From 
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From  Adam’s  fide,  lock’d  up  in  fleep  profound, 
God  took  a  rib,  and  clos’d  the  harmlefs  wound  ; 
Beneath  the  Maker’s  hand,  that  rib  became 
Man’s  fecond  fe If,  but  of  a  fofter  frame ; 
Wifdom  feem’d  pleas’d,  and  led  her  deck’d  with 
charms 

And  native  innocence,  to  Adam’s  arms. 

Who  faid,  when  he  the  lovely  objedt  view’d, 
Abforb’d  in  joy,  and  full  of  gratitude! 

This  is  my  flefh,  my  bone,  from  me  fhe  came ; 
Woman  fhall  be  the  charming  creature’s  name; 
Fathers,  and  mothers,  future  men  fhall  leave. 
And  to  their  wives  with  fond  affedtion  cleave ; 
The^-  twain  fhall  be  one  flefh,  by  friendlhip  ty’d. 
One  heart,  one  foul,  one  fentiment  fhall  guide; 
One  fhall  they  be,  in  facred  myftic  fenfe, 
Invkmdnefs,  love,  and  fweet  benevolence  : 

This  dear  companion,  charming  bofom  friend. 
With  pleafure,  life’s  corroding  cares  fhall  blend  ; 
Her  converfe  fhall  intruding  griefs  alloy; 

In  her  fhall  center  all  terreflrial  joy. 
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Let  fpiteful  fatyrifts  their  brains  perplex. 
And  rail  in  rhime  againff  that  lovely  fex ; 

Let  them  defpife  our  mother  Eve,  and  call 
Her  auth’refs  of  our  father  Adam’s  fall : 

From  thence,  thro’  ev’ry  age  their  plan  purfue. 
And  fet  the  moll  deteflable  to  view  : 


To 
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To  match  each  female,  fearch  the  world  around. 
Men  equally  pernicious  may  be  found ; 

And  ’tis  a  bold  aflertion  to  declare. 

That  Adam  wou’d  have  fhunn’d  the  tempter’s 
fnare  ; 

We  may  fuppofe  had  woman  never  been, 

Man  wou’d  no  doubt  have  try’d  this  mode  of  fin, 
Wou’d  in  th’  unbeaten  path  alone  have  trod. 
Proud  to  become  a  fublunary  God  : 

Let  this  fuffice  to  baffle  all  difpute. 

And  firike  th’  envenom’d  tongue  of  Hander  mute. 
The  promis’d  *  advocate,  th’  incarnate  God, 
Upon  the  ferpent’s  head  victorious  trod; 

’I  hro  her  blels  d  *  feed  who  for  our  ranfom  dy’d. 
We  rife  immortal,  amply  juftify’d. 

Let  th’  avaricious,  impotent,  and  old, 

Whofe  fummum  bonum  centers  all  in  gold. 

Let  mole-ey’d  ftoics  cold  negleCt  afiume. 

Whole  optics  woman  never  cou’d  illume; 

Who,  during  life,  might  ftupid  Hand  and  gaze 
On  fafcinating  eyes,  and  beauty’s  blaze. 

Nor  feel  one  gleam  rufh  on  their  dazzled  fight. 
From  living  orbs  of  captivating  light ; 

Who,  never  felt  the  leail  delight  to  hear 
The  converfation  of  the  well  taught  fair  ; 

But  deaf  as  adders  to  the  charmer’s  fong. 

Heed  not  the  moft  melodious  female’s  tongue, 

*  *  Vide  the  third  chapter  of  Genefis,  verfe  16. 
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With  mufic  blefs’d,  or  cloath’d  with  folid  fenfe, 
Or  arm’d  with  pleafing  prattling  eloquence. 

Let  thofe,  t’  whom  niggard  nature  has  deny’d 
Th’  endearing  joys  of  paffions  gratify’d, 

Let  Farinellis  and  Platonics  boad. 

With  fouls  engender’d  on  cold  Greenland’s 
coall, 

Whofe  almod  ftagnant  blood,  from  its  firft 
fource. 

Rolls  in  a  languid  tide  its  wonted  courfe 
A  gelid  principle,  which  never  darts 
Its  animating  fire,  to  didant  parts, 

That  they  can  live  with  women  here  below, 
Defpife  their  charms,  nor  feel  an  am’rous  glow  3 
Thrs  only  will  their  impotence  difplay. 

Not  take  one  jot  of  derling  worth  away. 

The  brave  returning  from  rough  wars  alarms, 
Impatient  fly  to  charming  womens  arms ; 

The  king,  the  peafant,  datefman,  and  the  fage. 
Have  thought  no  joy  like  them  in  ev’ry  age  3 
Search  from  the  torrid  to  the  frigid  zone, 

A  greater  pleafure  never  yet  was  known  : 

To  meaneft  Haves  who  drudge  from  morn  till 

night, 

A  fmiling  woman  gives  fupreme  delight. 
Charms  in  the  midd  of  toil,  and  on  her  bread, 
In  fweet  oblivion  lulls  their  griefs  to  rell. 
Increafe  and  multiply,  and  fill  the  land. 

Was  the  benign  Creator’s  fird  command  : 

Woman 
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Woman  was  made,  deftin  d  to  be  belov  d. 

And  men  in  gen’ral  have  the  gift  approv’d ; 

The  major  part,  have  thought  the  fair  to  be 
The  charming  fummit  of  felicity. 

Thus  have  I  fung,  and  gratefully  fet  forth 
Jehovah’s  love,  (and  darling  woman  s  worth,) 
Difplay’d  his  goodnefs,  who,  on  wifdom’s  plan, 
Firfl  built  the  world,  e’er  he  created  man, 
Befpangled  heav’n  with  ftars,  fill  d  earth,  air, 

feas 

With  ev’ry  thing,  to  gratify,  and  pleafe, 

And  gave  to  man  an  helpmeet,  fhe  might  prove 
All  joys  compris’d  in  amicable  love. 

Which  fhou’d,  I  think,  induce  us  to  declare. 
How  fenfible  of  benefits  we  are, 

Jn  deeds,  and  words,  our  gratitude  to  {hew 
From  creatures,  to  the  great  Creator  due. 

This  debt  of  all,  this  prime  grand  tribute 
paid. 

Grant  me  Urania !  thine  infpiring  aid, 

To  fing  their  worth,  whofe  ample  fouls  we 
know. 

Feel  true  feraphic  charitable  glow  : 

Where  affability,  and  kindnefs  meet ; 

With  godlike  mercy,  and  compafiion  fweet : 
Void  of  detraction,  calumny,  and  lpite, 

Worfe  than  the  molt  envenom’d  adder’s  bite. 

C  For 
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^  1  or  method’s  fake,  that  I  more  fully  may 
T.  hole  laudable  good  qualities  difplay  j 
I  fhall  at  firlt  an  effort  make  to  paint 
T  h  ingrateful  perfon,  proud,  malevolent ; 
Gainff  which  in  contraft  may  be  better  view’d. 
Godlike  benevolence,  and  gratitude  : 

And  this  I  dare  affirm  whene’er  the  two, 

Are  plac’d  in  any  proper  point  of  view, 
r  his  virtue,  cloath’d  in  fobes  of  nobleft  worth* 
1  hat  vice,  in  all  its  turpitude  fet  forth, 

Wou’d  equal  in  comparifon  be  found. 

No  more  than  a  negledted  piece  of  ground. 

On  whole  poor  foil  a  Hony  furface  lies, 

’Mongft  which  thorns,  thililes,  nettles.  Briars, 
rife. 

Compar’d  againft  a  trail  of  fertile  land, 
Drefs’d,  till’d,  and  manag’d,  by  fomc  able 
hand, 

Where  plants,  fruits,  flow'rs  arife,  the  field 
t’adorn. 

Or  yellow  ridges  wave  of  Handing  corn. 

To  hear  without  a  fympathizing  figh, 

The  wretched  paupers  for  affiftance  cry  } 

To  fee  unmov’d,  unmerited  dill  refs, 

And  not  a  fign  of  tendernefs  t’exprefs  ; 

To  give  advice  with  a  malignant  will. 

Defin’d  to  do  th’  advifed  perfon  ill ; 
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By  winks,  fihrugp,  nods,  and  innuendos  vile. 
Full  of  uncharitable  Handling  guile, 

1  o  ftrive  to  lay  an  undeferved  blame 
On  any  one,  to  blaft  unfully’d  fame, 

(Which  delicate  polfelTors  value  more, 
rl  han  greedy  mifers  bags  of  golden  ore  j) 

To  make  black  calumny  the  darling  theme. 

To  be  the  foremoft,  loudly  to  proclaim 
What  others  do,  and  with  intention  fly. 

Their  inadvertencies  to  magnify; 

To  conftrue  words  quite  wrong,  and  to  declare. 
Unmeaning  looks  a  fraudful  meaning  wear ; 

To  wifli,  hope,  think  the  worft,  and  grow  elate 
When  male  or  female  neighbours  deviate 
From  reftitude,  and  ftrongly  tempted  make 
Thro’  ignorance,  or  frailty,  fome  miftake  } 
Humanum  eft  errare  to  forget, 

(For  ev’ry  living  foul  a  fentence  fit;)' 

Who  does  all  this,  may  well  be  deem’d  to  bo 
Uncharitable  in  a  great  degree; 

Thefe  qualities  denote  in  trueft  fenfe, 

A  fordid  heart  fraught  with  malevolence  j 
And  black  ingratitude  is  near  ally’d 
To  avarice,  and  felf-fufficient  pride : 

An  avaricious  heart,  full  well  ’tis  known. 

Is  never  fatisfy  d  with  favours  fhown  ; 

As  foon  will  death,  and  th’  infatiate  grave. 
Declare  it  is  enough,  and  ceafe  to  crave, 

C  2  As 
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As  he  that’s  puff’d  with  felf-fufficient  pride 
And  curs’d  with  avarice,  be  fatisfy’d  : 

Nor  will  the  proud  of  heart  e’er  condefcend, 
T’acknowledge  the  moftgen’rous  hearted  friend. 
Has  any  favours  fhown,  or  great,  or  fmall. 

But  what  his  merit  far  outweigh’d  them  all. 

O  1  that  it  was  impoflible  to  find 
Such  barren  rude  uncultivated  mind, 

Un mov’d  by  benefits  bellow’d  to  fhow 
Some  faint  exprefiions  of  a  grateful  glow  ! 

But  this  we  fee,  whene’er  we  look  around. 
Such  monflers  are  'mongfl  men  and  women 
found. 

The  parrot,  daw,  canary  bird,  and  dove. 
Return  their  benefactors  love  io r  love  j 
Chirp,  flutter,  prattle,  coo,  and  drive  t’exprefs 
By  geflures  apt,  their  inward  happinefs i 
Grateful  they  bend,  fmooth’d  by  their  owner  s 
hand. 

Or  pearch’d  thereon,  exulting  gayly  Hand. 
Pards,  lions,  tygers,  ev’ry  beaft  of  prey. 
With  gratitude  man’s  kindnefles  repay. 

Throw  off  their  favage  fiercenefs  at  command. 
Gently  they  crouch,  and  lick  their  feeder  s  hand. 
And  feldom,  prompted  by  ingratitude. 

Will  tear  the  hand  that  gives  them  daily  food. 
The  feather’d,  and  the  quadrupeded  kind,  0 
Repeated  ads  of  kindnefles  can  bind,  > 

And  make  them  ad  as  nature  firfl  defign  .  3 


[  2f  ] 

Of  ev’ry  living  creature  here  below. 

On  man,  and  woman  only,  we  beftow 
This  epithet,  and  make  th’  aflertion  good. 
Proud  grov’ling  monfters  of  ingratitude  ! 

The  genial  Ihow’rs,  and  Sol’s  warm  rays  produce 
Throughout  the  fpacious  earth,  things  fit  for  ufea 
Some  parts  excepted,  and  amongft  the  worft, 
Afric,  with  burning  fands,  and  monfters  curft. 
Teems  with  rank  weeds,  and  a  vaft  pois’nous 
brood  ;  ' 

So  ranc’rous  men,  fraught  with  ingratitude. 
With  bafe  malevolence  inceflant  glow; 

And  whilft  their  benefadtors  oft  beftow 
Great  benefits,  with  an  obliging  fmile. 

Their  gloomy  hearts,  like  flimy  muddy  Nile, 
O’erflow  with  pride,  and  black  infernal  guile  I 

As  a  poor  traveller,  that  mifs’d  his  way. 

In  a  thick  wood,  at  the  decline  of  day, 

Walks  flowly  on,  and  cautioufly  proceeds 
Through  briars,  thorns,  and  ranked:  noxious 
'  weeds, 

Whilft  favage  beafts  of  prey,  that  nightly  prowl, 
Traverfe  the  foreft,  and  difcordant  howl : 

So,  cheerlefs  I  the  difmal  profpedt  view’d. 
Malevolence,  and  black  ingratitude 
Op’d  to  my  view,  and  like  that  trav’ler  made 
A  progrefs  thro’  the  barren  gloomy  ihade  ; 


As 
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As  he  emerges  with  the  rifing  day,, 

From  that  drear  place,  and  hafi’ning  on  his  wa y* 
Enjoys  the  profpedt  fertile  nature  yields. 

In  gardens,  groves,  and  cultivated  fields  j 
So  with  that  moil  diftafteful  fubjedt  cloy’d, 

I  make  a  pleafing  progrefs  overjoy’d 
At  the  fair  profpedt  which  before  me  lies. 

The  great  fuperior  virtues  of  the  Ikies,. 

And  their  benevolent  pofieffors  too. 

With  coui  teous  aipedts  rifing  to  my  view* 

Hew  chang’d  the  feene !.  from  black  infernal 
night, 

I  feem  t’ad  vance  towards  cceleftial  light ! 

The  virtue  which  may  firft  precedence  claim* 
Benevolence ;  fhall  be  the  pleafing  theme. 

To  fcorn  revenge,  and  lay  refentment  by. 
Whene’er  th’  offending  perfon  fiiall  apply 
For  pardon,  and  his  correfponding  deeds. 

Prove  from  convidtion  the  requefi:  proceeds* 
Makes  the  poffeffors  eminently  fhine. 

Adorn’d  with  virtues  nearefi:  to  divine  j 
When  men  for  pardon  penitent  implore. 
Almighty  juftice  then  demands  no  more. 

To  fympathize,  and  gen’rous  pity  fihow, 

To  thofe,  whom  providence  hath  ftation’d  low  ; 
T’e^tend  compafiion  with  a  tranquil  eye, 

When  vanquilh’d  enemies  at  mercy  lie  j 

To 
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i  o  give  advice,  and  by  the  fame  intend, 

Td  ferve  in  any  Ihape  th’  advifed  friend  ; 

To  fhun  the  caufe  of  any  evil  thought ; 

(A  nod,  a  wink,  alhrug,  hath  miichiefwrought:) 
A  juft  report  of  ev’ry  one  to  give. 

And  ne  er  to  clofe  with  but— a  narrative  : 

When  bafe  detraction  feems  the  gen’ral  aim, 
And  death  of  characters  becomes  the  theme ; 
When  defamation  from  each  buly  tongue, 
{With  worfe  than  venom’d  Afpic’s  poil'on  hung,) 
Like  a  fierce  blaft  of  fcorching  lightning  flies. 
Wounding  the  deftin’d  victims  by  furprize; 

1  hen,  the  bright  fhield  of  truth  to  interpofe 
’Twixt  them,  and  bafe  aftaffinating  foes. 

To  ftop  th’  abufive  torrent,  with  intent 
To  wipe  afperfions  from  the  innocent  j 
Silent  to  fit  at  leaft,  if  Ihou’d  not  fuit 
To  contradict,  and  raife  a  warm  difpute  ; 

To  with,  hope,  think  the  belt  of  all  mankind, 
Tho’  not  to  their  mifcarriages  quite  blind, 

Their  failings  not  t’explore  with  eagles  eyes. 
And  magnify  their  faults  of  fmalleft  fize  ; 

To  judge  with  charity,  and  candour  too. 

When  thofe  we  know  blame  worthy  actions  do, 
(Remembring  this,  when  harfti  fufpicions  rife. 
No  mortal  man  can  be  at  all  times  wife  : 

With  double  vigor,  from  a  Ihameful  fall 
Some  men  arife,  at  charming  virtue’s  call  ;) 

.  Never 
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Never  to  think  with  a  malicious  will, 

Mens  words,  and  adions,  have  a  meaning  ill. 
Without  fufficient  caufe,  and  ffiou’d  there  be 
Sufficient  caufe,  to  judge  with  lenity ; 

(Search  thro’  the  world,  I  dare  affirm  theie  s 
none 

Whofe  confcience  didates  thou  may’ll:  call:  the 
done,) 

To  conltrue  not  with  fpleen  another’s  look ; 
(Gedures,  and  afpeds,  oft’  have  been  midook  ;) 
To  banilh  thoughts  of  fupercilious  pride. 

And  make  complacency  the  charming  guide; 
Whoever  Ihuns  with  care  contentious  ftrife, 
And  makes  thefe  virtues  the  chief  rule  of  life. 
May  be  edeem’d  as  one  fupremely  bled. 

Of  palliating  charity  polled  ; 

That  robe,  fo  pleafing  in  Jehovah’s  fight. 

On  which  he  looks  with  fuch  fuprcme  delight, 
A  multitude  of  fins  are  cover’d  o’er ; 

That  heart’s  infirmities  he’ll  not  explore; 

His  judice  its  feverity  abates. 

Where  godlike  charity  predominates. 


Religion’s  preachers,  ’tis  a  truth  well  known. 
Are  not  pofiefs’d  of  this  rare  gift  alone : 

Both  far,  and  wide,  its  influence  divine^ 

Is  fpread,  and  makes  the  rich  pofledbrs  ffime 
With  fweet  fuperior  gen  rous  excellence, 

The  deputies  of  all-wife  providence. 


The 
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The  mod  intrepid  fons  of  Mars  may  have 
This  certain  mark,  of  being  truly  brave ; 

Ev’n  whilft  their  martial  fouls  are  in  a  flame. 
By  honour  prompted,  and  a  thirft  of  fame  j 
With  mild  regret  the  vengeful  fword  they 
wield  ! 

And  roll  deftru&ive  thunder  o’er  the  field  ! 

They  grieve  to  fee  all  humane  ties  made  void. 
Forts  raz’d,  towns  fack’d,  the  peafants  hopes 
deftroy’d : 

They  conquer,  wifhing  honourable  peace  j 
With  pleafure  fee  grim  war  and  daughter  ceafe. 
In  hotteft  fight,  when  mifchief  flies  around. 
And  purple  torrents  drench  difputed  ground. 
Benevolent  commanders  give  the  word, 

When  mercy’s  crav’d,  to  fheath  the  flaught’ring 
fword.  - 

Arm’d  in  their  country’s  caufe,  they  ruth  to 
fight 

The  common  foe,  and  do  the  nation  right : 
Meet  in  the  field  j  promifcuoufly  engage  ; 

’Gain ft  troops  imbody’d  fpend  their  utmoft  rage; 
No  individual’s  foe ;  the  battle  o’er. 

The  fhouting  ceas’d,  filenc’d  th’  artill’ry’s  roar ; 
Banifh’d  each  favage  thought,  fmooth’d  ev’ry 
frown. 

And  each  ferocious  fentiment  cool’d  down ; 
Their  ardent  ireful  eyes  now  gently  roll ; 

Godlike  compaffion  rulhes  on  the  foul ; 

D 
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E’enwhilft  the  loud  glad  Shout  of  triumph  rings. 
Mild  mercy,  like  a  cherub  fpreads  her  wings 
O  er  the  dread  fpot,  now  drown’d  in  hoftile 
blood. 

Where  late  the  vanquish’d  flying  forces  flood  : 
Around  the  vidor  leaders  turn  their  eyes. 

And  foft  emotions  in  their  bofoms  rife  j 
To  fee  the  young,  the  flrong,  the  gay,  the 
brave, 

Fall’n,  wounded,  pain’d,  and  verging  on  the 
grave. 

To  give  them  eafe,  and  flop  their  fleeting  breath. 
And  fnatch  them  from  the  jaws  of  greedy  death. 
They  give  command,  as  time  permits  to  bear 
The  wounded  off,  and  order  decent  care. 

This  is  compaflioa  in  the  noblefl  fente  ; 

A  manly  laudable  benevolence  j 
To  fave  their  foes,  ev’n  whilft  perhaps  they  feel 
The  recent  painful  wounds  of  hoftile  fteel : 
The  truly  brave,  however  fierce  in  fight. 

In  gen’rous  ads  of  mercy  take  delight. 

Let  any  fearch  to  nature’s  utmofl  bound. 

In  ev’ry  region  perfons  may  be  found, 

Whofe  fouls  deteft  uncharitable  guile. 

Who,  with  a  fympathetic  pity  Smile 
Upon  the  poor,  the  friendlels,  and  diftrefs’d  ; 
Who’  judge  with  candour;  raoft  Supremely 
blefs’d 
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With  that  fweet  philanthropy  of  the  mind. 

To  left,  nor  fex,  nation,  nor  tribe  confin’d  ; 
Whole  objefts  are  the  race  of  all  mankind. 

More  than  all  nations  of  the  fpacious  earth, 
Britain  may  boaft  of  thofe  of  noble  birth. 

And  others,  blefl  with  fmiles  of  profp’rous  fate. 
Who,  voluntary  ftrive  t’ alleviate 
The  troubles  and  diftrefles  of  the  poor. 
Bellowing  largely  of  their  ample  ftore  : 

1  he  num’rous  edifices  which  they  raife. 

Speak  their  benevolence,  and  found  their  praife. 

A  houfe  *  expands  its  hofpitable  door. 
Within  whofe  walls  the  meritorious  poor, 
Receiv’d  as  guefts,  no  future  want  may  dread  ; 
Are  decent  cloath’d,  and  lodg’d,  and  daily  fed, 

*  The  Charter-houfe,  founded  by  Mr.  Thomas  Sutton, 

1 6s  i,  in  which  eighty  decayed  men,  of  good  characters, 
which  ought  to  be  gentlemen,  merchants,  failors,  or  fol- 
diers,  are  allowed  lodging,  diet,  cloaths,  &c.  and  forty  fcho- 
lars  are  to  be  inftrudted  in  learning;  from  whence,  fomc 
are  fentto  the  univerfities,  and  others  fo  difpofed,  put  appren¬ 
tice  to  trades  and  callings,  and  have  necefiary  allowance 
during  the  time  they  remain  at  the  univerfity,  or  till  their 
appreiiticefhip  expires.  This,  doubtlefs,  is  the  greateftcha- 
rhaole  foundation,  that  ever  was  given  by  one  man  of  his 
rank,  efpecially  in  his  life-time ;  for  we  are  informed,  Mr. 
Sutton  gave  the  earl  of  Suffolk  at  firft,  for  the  eftate,  thirteen 
thoufand  pounds,  befides  making  over  eftates,  lands,  and  lord- 
1  ips,  in  diversplaces  of  confiderable  value,  for  a  yearly  mainte- 
nance  of  it  for  ever,  for  further  information,  vide  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Charter-houfe. 
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Thofe,  who,  in  prime  of  life,  faw  better  days. 
Had  fought  the  foe,  or  traded  on  the  feas. 

But  now  advanc’d  in  years,  begin  to  feel 

1  he  fad  reverfe  of  fickle  fortune’s  wheel, 

* 

Whofe  lives  in  general,  were  juft,  and  fair, 
Whofe  characters  a  fcrutiny  will  bear. 

Here  live  maintain’d,  and  blefs  the  gen’rous 
man. 

Who  firft  conceiv’d  the  charitable  plan. 

And  with  unfparing  hand  his  treafure  fpent. 

To  raife  this  edifice,  with  kind  intent : 

*  • 

Here  youths  grow  literate,  are  taught  to  know 
With  gratitude,  from  whom  their  comforts  flow. 

Nor  at  this  place  alone  j  (Oh  !  pleafing 
thought !) 

Are  children  cloath’d,  and  lodg’d,  and  fed,  and 
taught 

To  know  their  duty,  both  to  God,  and  man  ; 
Behold,  another  falutary  plan  ! 

Whereby  provi lion’s  made  t’alleviate 
Their  heavy  burden,  plac’d  in  low  eftate  : 
Here,  *  anxious  parents  come,  opprefs’d  with 
cares. 

Their  children  leave,  and  eas’d  of  future  fears, 

*  The  city,  at  firft  obtained  the  place,  called  the  Grey 
Friars,  of  king  Henry  the  eighth,  in  the  38th  year  of  his 
reign,  for  the  relieving,  and  fuccouring  of  their  poor  :  he 

alfo 


[  29  1 

Retire  contented,  full  of  grateful  flame. 

And  blefs  the  godlike  authors  of  the  fame. 

When  thofe,  in  low  condition,  hap  to  be 
Seiz’d  with  that  epidemic  malady, 

alfo  founded  the  church,  called  Chrift  church,  and  the  city 
proceeded  to  make  the  hofpital  fit  to  receive  poor  children  ; 
and  in  1552  took  in  400.  King  Edward  the  Sixth,  and 
king  Charles  the  Second  have  been  likewife  great,  and  royal 
benefa&ors  to  this  Hofpital.  Sir  Robert  Clayton,  according 
to  his  accuftomed  charitable  generofity,  was  a  great  bene¬ 
factor  to  this  hofpital ;  as  were  likewife  Sir  Patience  Ward,  Sir 
John  Frederick,  Sir  John  Moore,  knight ;  Mr.  John  Morrice* 
&c.  and  in  our  own  times,  many  of  our  truly  charitableand  well 
difpofed  nobility,  and  gentry,  have  contributed  largely  to 
the  fupport  and  maintenance  thereof ;  fo  that  fome  years  they 
have  had  near  a  thoufand  boys  and  girls,  and  in  general 
from  about  five  to  700,  or  more.  They  have  places  in  the 
country  belonging  to  the  foundation,  to  which  the  children 
are  fent ;  where  proper  mafters,  nurfes,  and  all  necefiarie* 
are  provided.  In  this  hofpital  there  is  a  grammar  fchool, 
a  mathematical  fchool,  a  writing  fchool,  and  a  lchool  for  the 
girls ;  and  a  worthy  matron  always  refides  in  the  hofpital,  to 
infpeCl  the  behaviour  of  the  nurfes  and  fervants,  and  to  fu- 
perintend  the  whole  domeftic  department,  which  falls  under 
the  female  infpeCiion*  Scholars  are  lent  from  hence  to  the 
univerfities,  to  fea,  and  apprenticed  out  to  fuch  trades  and 
callings  as  fhall  appear  fuitable;  and  the  girls  are  inftruCted 

in  every  thing  neceffary  to  make  them  ufeful  members  of 
fociety. 

For  more  particular  information,  vide  an  account  of 
hnfts  hofpital,  and  Bartholomew’s  hofpital,  adjoining; 
w  ere  the  difeafed  and  wounded  poor  are  taken  in  to  bedref- 
ed,  attended,  and  maintained  while  there. 


Which 
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Which  violently  fpreads  o’er  ev’ry  part. 

And  gives  a  mold  excruciating  fniart ; 

On  application  made,  then  thole  forlorn. 

May  to  a  public  *  hofpital  be  born  ; 

Where,  gratis,  ev’ry  patient  in  the  place. 
Obtains  whatever  fuits  his  difmal  cafe. 

When  tender  parents  feel  a  pungent  grief. 
When  little  ones  want  medical  relief; 

Then  paupers  may  with  chearful  hope  apply. 
Where  fmiling  pity  with  propitious  eye. 
Stands  ready  to  receive  the  infant  poor. 

And  open  throws  an  hofpitable  door  : 

No  furly  janitor,  with  gellure  rude. 

Waits  there,  •f'  with  predetermin’d  will  t’  ex¬ 
clude 

The  plaintive  fupplicants,  tho’  they  appear 
But  meanly  clad,  to  beg  admittance  there  : 
-Low  poverty  there  proves  of  fov’reign  ufe. 

The  fureld  palfport  parents  can  produce. 

*  The  Small-pox  hofpital,  near  Cold  Bath  Fields,  fup- 
ported  by  voluntary  contribution. 

f  The  Difpenfary,  for  the  relief  of  the  infant  poor,  ia 
Eaft-ftreet,  Red-lion  fquare  ;  fupported  by  voluntary  con, 
tribution  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  where  many  hundreds, 
receive  advice  and  phyfick  gratis,  and  are  cured  of  their  dif- 
orders. 
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Near  this,  another  *  houfe  receives  the  poor. 
The  lame,  the  blind  :  compaffion  keeps  the 
door  : 

Within,  they  find  a  Ikilful  friend,  t’impart 
The  pow’rful  aids  of  Efcul apian  art. 

When  ulcers  fret,  or  painful  cancers  vex 
With  their  corrolive  pangs,  the  fofter  fex ; 

When  thick’ning  gloom  obftru&s  all  chearing 
light. 

And  threats  a  deprivation  of  the  fight ; 

*  St.  John’s  hofpital,  at  No.  192,  in  High  Holborn,  at 
prcfent  in  its  infant  {fate  ;  but,  from  the  unconfined  utility 
of  the  pian  propofed,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  it  will  meet  with  all 
the  encouragement  that  can  be  reafonabl.y  expended  from  the 
nobility  and  gentry.  It  is  intended  to  be  fupported  by  vo¬ 
luntary  contribution  of  the  charitable  and  humane,  for  the 
relief  and  cure  of  difeafes  of  the  legs,  breaffs,  eyes,  and  all 
other  cafes  which  can  be  relieved  and  cured  w'ithout  reft. 

Attendance  to  be  given  during  the  greateft  part  of  every 
day  :  the  charity  to  be  conducted  by  a  committee  of  the  fub- 
fcribers  ;  fuch  patients,  as  apply,  to  be  admitted  and  drefs’d 
immediately,  and  affifted  as  their  cafes  require,  without  a  pre¬ 
vious  recommendation  ;  diftrefs,  pain,  and  poverty,  being 
efteemed  the  moft  powerful  recommendation  any  unfortunate 
perfon  can  bring.  By  the  timely  affiftance  which  the  poor 
have  already  obtained,  many  cancers  in  the  breads,  and  old 
inveterate  ulcers  in  the  Legs  have  been  cured  ;  and  many 
have,  from  total  blindnefs,  been  reftored  to  fight ;  and  bv 
the  timely  affiftance  which  they  may  in  future  there  obtain", 
no  doubt  many  will  regain  the  ufe  of  their  legs,  preferve 
their  affected  fight,  or  recover  it  when  loft,  and  be  bleffed 

with  eaie  and  found  conftitutions ;  all  which  perhaps  might 
be  totally  loft  and  deftroyed  by  the  delays  which  generally 
attend  the  reception  of  patients  at  hofpitals. 

The 


it'. 


I  I 


i!i 


[  32  ] 

The  fons,  and  daughters  of  affli&ion  may. 
There  introduce  themielves  without  delay  : 
Diftrefs,  and  pain,  will  ftrongly  recommend 
Th’  unhappy  wretch,  who  wants  a  pow’rful 
friend. 

With  humble  confidence,  th’  affiidted  poor, 
Diurnally,  may  knock  at  either  *  door, 

Aflur’d  they  foon  forne  lenient  fhall  obtain. 

To  cleanfe  the  parts,  and  mitigate  their  pain. 

Unhappy  fair  ones,  pafiion  led  aftray 
From  virtue’s  narrow,  rugged,  pleafant  way. 

Or  bafely  won,  in  ftrong  temptation’s  hour. 

By  bribes,  or  promifes,  or  lawlefs  pow’r ; 
Repentant  grown,  by  one  moil:  noble  plan. 

Are  Ihelter’d  from  the  bafe  deceits  of  man. 
Shou’d  nature  phyficai  afliftance  want. 

When  rank  difeafes  grow  predominant ; 

Two  +  houfes  open  ftand,  and  feem  t’invite 
Thefe  wretched  fufferers,  to  take  their  flight  __ 
From  fcenes  of  mifery,  I  can’t  exprefs ; 

And  {helter  there  in  fearch  of  happinefs  : 

In  this,  a  fov’reign  remedy  they  find. 

To  charm,  and  eafe  each  penitential  mind  ; 

*  At  the  Difpenfary  for  the  infant  poor ;  or,  St.  John’s 
hofpital,  Ho! born. 

-j-  The  Magdalen  houfe;  and  the  Locke  Hofpital. 

In 
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In  that,  they  may  obtain  a  ready  cure 
For  all  the  pains  the  body  can  endure. 

When  in  compliance  with  the  great  command, 
Increafe,  and  multiply,  and  fill  the  land  > 

The  lawful  wives  are  warn’d  by  pungent  woes. 
E’er  long  t’expedl  more  fliarp  maternal  throes. 
In  that  diftrefsful  hour  they  may  repair 
To  thefe  *  abodes,  and  find  affi fiance  there. 

When  parents,  worfe  than  brutes,  forfake 
their  own, 

When  helplefs  haplefs  innocents  are  thrown 

Out  01^  the  world  ;  and  tho’  mature  they  grow. 
Nor  father,  mother,  brother,  filter,  know  ! 

Can  claim  no  kindred,  for  they  were  too  young. 
When  firfi  caft  out  by  thofe  from  whom  they 
fprung  ! 

Thefe  foundlings  are  receiv’d.  Oh !  noble 
plan  j 

And  taught  their  duty,  both  to  God,  and  man  ; 


*  Vide  the  London  Lying-in  hofpital,  in  Alderfgate-ftreet ; 
the  Lying-in  hofpital,  in  Brownlow-ftreet ;  the  Weftminfter 
lying-in  hofpital,  near  the  Turnpike;  fupported  by  voluntary 
contribution  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  with  other  places  ; 
where,  through  the  benevolence  of  fome  humane  individuals, 
and  afl'ociations  of  a  few,  on  application  made,  women  in  low 
circumftances  are  attended  by  proper  perfons,  at  the  time  of 
child-birth,  and  receive  fuch  comfortable  alTiftance,  as  their 
cafes  require. 

f  Vide  Foundling  Hofpital. 
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Are  educated  as  becomes  their  cbafs. 

With  comfort  through  life’s  rugged  paths  topafs; 
Are  ufeful  members  of  the  public  made ; 

Are  train’d  to  war,  or  bred  in  peaceful  trade  : 
Each  female’s  taught,  as  fingle,  or  as  wile, 

Th’  incumbent  duties  of  domeftic  life. 

I* 

When  an  all-wife,  all-ruling  providence* 

Is  pleas’d  to  call  the  tender  parents  hence; 

An  s  azyle  then,  poor  female  orphans  find. 
Where  fofter  parents,  gen’roufly  inclin’d. 

For  their  internal  and  external  parts  provide  j 
And  to  maturity  their  little  charges  guide. 

Wrhen  vex’d  by  cholic,  fpafm,  cr  racking  ffone, 
A  diflocated,  or  a  fradlur’d  bone  ; 

When  febrous  qualities  th’  afcendant  get. 

And  with  a  fpeedy  diffolution  threat ; 

To  fum  up  all ;  when  death  attacks  our  frame. 
With  mifchiefs  arm’d,  for  which  I  want  a  name. 
Then  may  th’  afdifted  indigent  apply. 

Where  f  fmiling  pity  with  propitious  eye, 

*  Vide  Afyhim  for  female  orphans. 

f  Vide  Weiiminfter  Infirmary,  Petty  France  ;  St.  GeorgeV 
hofpital,  Hyde-park  Corner;  Middlefex  hoipital,  neai  1  ot- 
tenham-court  Road;  and  the  London  hofpitaj,  Mile  End  ; 
fupported  by  voluntary  contribution  of  the  nobility  and  gen¬ 
try  ;  to  thefe  may  be  added,  the  London  Difpenfary,  for  the 
telief  of  the  poor,  in  Alderfgate-ftreet ;  St.  Thomas’s  hof- 
pital,  and  Guy’s  hofpital,  Southwark  ;  St.  Bartholomew’s 

hofpital,  Smithfield,  ike.  at  which  places  the  unfortunately  poor 

A  *  1  c 
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Expands  her  wings  o’er  each  well  order’d  dome. 
Sheltering  the  needy  in  their  temp’ral  home; 
Alleviating  ev’ry  morbid  woe, 

As  far  as  pow’r  of  medicine  will  go. 

To  kindle  up  an  emulating  flame  * 

For  war,  and  after,  to  reward  the  fame  ; 

We’ve  public  hofpitals,  defign’d  for  thofe 
Who  ferv’d  the  ftate  againfl  Great  Britain’s  foes  ; 
Her  naval  forces,  and  her  fons  of  Mars, 

Grown  old  in  fervice,  maim’d,  andfeam’d  with 
fears ; 

Who,  thro’  each  quarter  of  the  wond’ring  world, 

Againfl:  her  foes  her  vengeful  thunders  hurl’d  !, 
In  thefe  *  retreats,  find  wars,  and  tumults  ceafe. 
Securely  live,  and  end  their  days  in  peace  ; 
And  bleis  that  public  with  a  gratelul  thought. 
For  which,  in  youth,  fo  gallantly  they  fought. 


Great  Britain’s  nobles,  gen’roufly  benign  : 
Join  with  her  gentry,  in  a  grand  defign  ; 

are  rece*v  with  the  needy  tick,  and  attended  by  prope 
furgeons  to  dreis  their  wounds,  reduce  a  diflocated,  or  fet  ; 
fradhured  bone;  and  nurfes  to  adminifter  fuch  comforts,  an< 
affiftance,  as  patients  may  need,  in  their  feveral  conditions. 

*  The  Royal  hofpital,  at  Greenwich  ;  the  Royal  hofpital  a 
Chelfea ;  where  the  maimed,  wounded,  fuperannuated,  am 
worn  out  veteran  bailors,  who  have  ferved  in  the  royal  navy 
and  foldiers  who  have  ferved  in  the  army,  are  re 
ceived,  <*nd  maintained  in  peace,  during  the  remainder  c 
their  lives.  A  noble  recompence  !  Juftly  due  to  thofe  wh 
have  rumed  their  confutations,  fpenttheir  youth,  loft  their  blood 
and  often  hazarded  their  lives  in  the  defence  of  their  country, 
t  i  he  fupporters  of  the  Marine  fociety,  are  certainly  ci 
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-Friends,  and  well-wifhers  to  the  common-weal. 
Nobly  infpir’d  by  patriotic  zeal. 

Future  events  they  weigh;  commerce  they  know. 
Is  the  chief  fource  from  whence  our  riches  flow; 
And  Britain’s  royal  navy,  always  bore 
Her  thund’ring  terrors  to  each  hoftile  fhore  ; 
And  doubtlefs,  will  for  ever  prove  in  war. 

The  bell;  defence,  and  moft  tremendous  bar, 
T’impede,  and  fruftrate  each  attempt  that’s 
made 

Againft  her  ftate,  or  her  extenflve  trade. 

As  war,  and  ftorms,  deftroy,  and  men  mull  die. 
Their  motives  are,  to  gain  a  frefh  fupply 
Of  hardy  youths,  who  may  in  future  days. 
Serve  in  their  ftead,  and  plough  the  diftant  feas. 
And  profecute  their  moft  humane  intent, 
T’employ,  and  cloath,  the  friendlefs  indigent  ; 
To  fend  poor  little  vagrants  from  the  ftreets. 
And  make  them  ufeful  in  our  num’rous  fleets. 


gaged  in  a  very  laudable  undertaking  ;  and  in  the  midft  of  their 
humane  endeavours  to  fupport  the  friendlefs,  and  fnatch  poor 
little  untaught  vagrants  from  deftrudlion,  have  an  eye  to  fu¬ 
turity.  They  anticipate  the  day,  when  thefe  youths,  grown 
to  maturity,  fhall,  with  gratitude,  blefs  their  benefa&ors, 
who  drew  them  from  the  ftreets,  from  want,  and  poverty,  and 
enabled  them  to  earn  an  honeft  livelihood,  in  the  merchants 
fervice,  or  in  the  fervice  of  their  country  ;  when,  armed  with 
the  vengeance  of  a  long  forbearing,  infulted  nation,  they  fail 
forth,  and  in  a  naval  thunder  ftorm,  pour  deftru&ion,  with 
accuftomed  fury,  on  every  foe  of  Britain. 
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Thus,  they  proceed  ;  a  two-fold  aim  in  view, 
T’afllft  the  poor,  and  ferve  their  country  too. 


When  debtors  feel  the  bitternefs  of  life  j 
Torn  from  their  children,  and  a  much  lov’d 
wife ! 

When  languifhing  for  liberty  they  lie. 

Shut  up  in  prifon  ;  mercy  hears  their  cry  ! 
Companion  prompts  within  the  gen’rous  bread. 
To  give  relief,  to  fuccour  the  diftreft  j 
Many  there  are  whofe  hearts  with  pleafure  glow, 
Whilft  fmiling,  they  with  ready  hand  beftow 
Part  of  their  wealth  ;  t’affift  thefe  ufeful  poor. 
And  throw  wide  ope  *  the  debtors  prifon  door. 
Through  which  they  pafs ;  but.  Oh  !  What 
pen  can  write 

Their  gratitude  !  And  with  what  vaft  delight 
They  ruminate  on  this  praife-worthy  deed  ! 
Their  debts  are  paid  !  themfelves  from  prifon 
freed  ! 

Their  hearts  conceive  fond  hope,  they  yet  may 
live 

In  all  the  blifs,  domeftic  joys  can  give ! 

*  Many  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  both  fexes  have  fub- 
fcribed  largely,  at  the  Thatched-houfe  tavern,  for  the  relief  of 
prifoners  for  fmall  debts  ;  and  there  have  been  already  247 
difcharged  ;  and  the  generous  undertaking  {till  goes  on,  to  the 
relief  and  difcharge  of  others,  who  {hall  appear  deferving  of 
the  bounty.  Moft  of  the  debtors  fo  difcharged  and  relieved 
are  ufeful  manufacturers,  and  have  large  families. 


When 
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When  reafon  is  dethron’d,  and  in  the  brain. 
Confus’d  ideas  unconnected  reign. 

By  ready  *  aids  apply’d,  ’tis  often  known. 
Victorious  reafon  re-affumes  her  throne. 

We’ve  worthy  men,  who,  for  religion’s  fake. 
This  arduous  talk  with  pleafure  undertake, 

To  fpread  the  Chriftian  faith  from  pole  to  pole, 
And  pour  -f  coeleftial  knowledge  on  the  foul. 

Schools,  ,£  and  alros-houles,  itand  in  various 
parts. 

Proofs  of  the  founders  large  expanded  hearts ; 

*  At  Bethlem  hofpital ;  where,  when  the  bright  lamp  of 
reafon  grows  dim,  it  is  oftentimes  re-illumed  ;  and  where,  by 
the  methods  ufed,  wand’ring  fantaftic  ideas  are  chaced  away, 
the  mind  reduced  to  a  more  folid  train  of  reflexion,  and  the 
patients  are  happily  reftored  anew,  to  the  fociety  and  conver¬ 
sation  of  their  friends,  and  the  enjoyment  of  life  :  but,  if  the 
cure  fhould  not  be  perfected,  there  is  St.  Luke’s  hofpital,  to 
which  they  retreat  during  life. 

+  Vide  the  fociety  for  promoting  Chriftian  knowledge,  and 
the  fociety  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  parts  :  there 
is  alfo  an  office  to  which  clergymens  widows,  and  children  ap¬ 
ply  for  relief. 

t  There  are  fo  many  fchools,  alms-houfes,  and  hofpitals, 
well  endowed  for  the  affiflance  and  maintenance  of  the  poor, 
the  widows,  and  the  fatherlefs,  and  for  the  education  of  chil¬ 
dren,  in  the  cities  of  London,  Weftminfter,  and  Southwark, 
and  their  invirons,  that  to  give  an  account  of  them  all,  would 

make 
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Amply  endow’d,  to  anfwerev’ry  end 
The  charitable  donors  did  intend. 

What  Tweet  fenfations  mud:  thefe  thoughts 
impart 

To  all,  who  feel  benevolence  of  heart ; 

My  bounty  made  the  little  ones  rejoice  1 
The  feeble  plaintive  fick,  with  chearful  voice. 
To  health  reftor’d,  their  benefactors  blefs  ! 
Recover’d  females  gratitude  exprefs ! 

The  widows,  orphans,  and  the  foundlings,  are 
All  living  proofs  of  my  indulgent  care  1 
Poor  boys  I’ve  cloath’d  1  And  eas’d  the  pinching 
wants 

Of  friendlefs  lads,  or  wand’ring  mendicants  j 
Stepp’d  between  them,  and  their  impending 
fate, 

And  made  them  ferviceable  to  the  Rate ! 

When  painful  throes  attack  the  pregnant  wife  5 
When  draggling  infants,  launching  into  life, 
Affiftance  want.  I’ve  been  the  happy  means. 

Of  fhort’ning  the  duration  of  their  pains  1 
Have  lent  abidance,  till  the  time  expir’d. 

Their  cafe,  or  common  decency  requir’d. 

make  the  work  more  voluminous  than  at  prefent  I  intend.  Let 

% 

it  fufRce  to  fay,  that,  wherever  we  walk,  they  appear  to  our 
view,  with  inferiptions  on  their  fronts ;  and  for  further  in¬ 
formation,  vide  Stow,  Maitland,  Seymour,  and  others,  who 
have  written  the  furveys  of  London  and  Weftminfter. 
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I*ve  fed  the  hungry  !  and  thrown  ope  the  door 
Of  ufeful  learning,  to  the  needy  poor  ! 

I’ve  diflipated  the  dark  lhades  of  night. 

And  re»illum’d  th’expiring  lamps  of  light ; 
Cur’d,  and  at  eafe,  I’ve  lent  the  lame  away. 
And  made  the  blind  rejoice  at  rifing  day  ! 
What  I  bellow’d  has  giv’n  felicity  ! 

Paid  a  fmall  debt !  and  fet  a  pris’ner  free  f 
He  walks  at  large  !  No  more  a  blank  in  life  ! 
His  children,  friends,  his  happy  grateful  wife, 
Allj  oin  with  him,  with  pray’rs  the  deed  reward. 
And  beg  omnipotence  to  be  my  guard ! 

Such  pleating  thoughts,  will  fill  the  tranquil 
mind 

Of  ev’ry  one,  to  charity  inclin’d. 

Blefs’d  may  they  be!  Whofe  inclinations  tend 
The  poor  deferted  orphans  to  befriend  ; 

To  fnatch  from  ruin,  and  impending  wrath. 
The  fofter  fex,  and  to  fair  vertue’s  path. 

To  guide  the  wanderers,  diltrefs’d,  forlorn  ! 
Outcalt !  Difeas’d!  by  woes  internal  torn  ! 
Who,  Itrive  t’afluage  their  bitternefs  of  heart ! 
Eafe  ev’ry  pang,  and  fave  their  better  part ! 
Who,  kindly,  ev’ry  requifite  provide 
For  wives,  in  bands  of  lawful  wedlock  ty’d  : 
Who,  fmile  with  pity  on  th’  afflidted  poor. 

And  Itrive  loft  health,  and  vigor  to  reltore. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  are  the  delegates  of  providence, 

With  affluence  biefs’d,  and  great  beneficence  h 
For  whom  poor  wretches,  fnatch’d  from  greedy 
death. 

By  gratitude  infpir’d,  employ  their  breath. 
Imploring  heav’n  for  double  grace  and  wealth, 
Bor  thole,  who  gave  them  vigor,  eafe,  and 
health. 

Words  are  inadequate,  and  prove  too  faint, 

1  heir  glowing  flame  of  gratitude  to  paint ! 

T  he  iweet  anxiety,  the  fear  t’offend  j 
l  he  willingnefs  t  oblige  each  noble  friend  ! 
i  hat  flufh  of  joy  !  with  which  th’  obliged  meet 
i  heir  benefadtors,  when  they  kindly  greet  ! 
Speech  wants  the  wiffl’d-for  pow’r  to  make 
appear 

Eacn  warm  emotion,  and  the  flarting  tear  ! 

The  filent  lucid  fign,  whenever  view’d. 

Of  genuine  overwhelming  gratitude  ! 

Tho’.  tongue,  pen,  pencil  join,  they’ll  ne’er 
impart 

The  fentiments  of  ev’ry  grateful  heart ! 

Nor  can  they  all  united,  ever  fflow 
The  godlike  pleaiures  which  the  gen’rous  know, 
1  hole  heart  expanding  joys,  by  none  are  felt. 
But  fuch  as  have  compaffionately  dealt 
A ffiftance  to  the  poor,  and  where  they  law 
Submiffive  modefl  merit  trodden  low. 


F 
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Have  condefcended  courteoufly  to  raife 
The  drooping  head,  and  give  th’affli&ed  eafe  : 
The  merciful,  humane,  beneficent ; 

Who  look  around  them,  with  a  kind  intent 
To  prop  the  needy,  with  a  bounteous  hand, 
And  prove  a  blefling  to  their  native  land  : 

Who  cherifh  worth,  in  whomfoever  found, 

And  fmile  with  courtefy  on  all  around  : 

Thefe  are  the  perfons,  providence  hath  bled 
With  wealth  j  of  Godlike  qualities  polled  ! 
Whofe  manly  hearts  exult,  when  they  dilpenfe 
Their  comforts,  prompted  by  benevolence  : 
Who,  with  foft  dove-ey’d  pity  view  didrefs. 
And  wifli  they  cou’d  each  fellow  mortal  blefs. 
Thefe  !  Thefe  have  feen  the  big  emotions  rife  ! 
And  all  the  foul  come  rulhing  to  the  eyes ! 

Have  heard  thefault’ring  tongue  attempt  in  vain. 
The  glowing  dictates  of  the  heart  t’explain  ! 

In  the  glad  vifage,  with  delight  have  read. 
More  than  the  greated  orators  have  faid  ! 

Th’  obliger,  and  oblig’d,  alone  can  know 
This  l'weet  complacence!  and  this  grateful  glow! 

Among  the  num’rous  bodies,  which  have  chofe 
T’alleviate  various  forts  of  human  woes. 

That  great  *  Society,  may  foremod  dand  ; 
judly  rever’d  throughout  Britannia’s  land  : 

*  The  Society  for  the  encouragement  of  Arts,  Manufac¬ 
tures  and  Commerce  :  whofe  generoftty,  munificence,  and 

public 
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Whofe  fame  is  flown  beyond  the  diflant  fleas. 
As  far  as  Phoebus  annually  furveys ; 

Who,  from  their  origin,  have  firm  purflu’d 
Their  firflt  and  noblefl;  plan,  the  public  good : 
Withfoft’ring  fmiles,  havecall’dtruemerit  forth. 
And  damp'd  their  fandtion  on  the  flons  of  worth: 
Whofe  words,  and  deeds,  declare  their  kind 
intent. 

By  providence,  for  public  bleflings  flent. 
’Mongft  many  hundreds,  in  Britannia’s  ifle. 
And  other  parts,  on  whom  they’ve  deign’d  to 
fmile, 

My  happy  lot  was  caft,  that  I  might  be 
An  objedt  of  their  great  benignity  ! 

Kind  providence  was  pleas’d  my  fteps  to  guide. 
Where  thefle,  munificent,  oftimes  refide, 
Diflpenfing  bounties,  and  rewards  around. 

To  ev’ry  rank,  and  flex,  where  merit’s  found. 
When  introduc’d  by  long  known  friends  to  thefe. 
They  fcon  approv’d  my  willingnefs  to  pleafe ; 
To  my  endeavours  paid  a  kind  regard. 

And  gave  my  fervice  all  its  wiflh’d  reward. 

public  fpirit,  has  been  exerted  on  fo  many  occafions  of  public 
utility,  to  reward  chemical,  and  mechanical  operations,  See. 
and  whofe  laudable  attempts,  to  encourage,  fupport,  and 
eftablilh  the  polite  arts,  manufactures,  agriculture,  and  com¬ 
merce  of  Great  Britain,  will  always  be  remembered  by  the 
nation  in  general,  and  by  many  individuals,  with  gratitude 
and  efteem. 


By 


07132. 


f  44  1 

By  fweet  experience  I  have  often  felt 
The  vivifying  comforts  they  have  dealt. 

Which  never  from  my  mind  eras’d  fhall  be : 
Giving  both  me,  and  mine,  felicity  ! 

To  fhovv  how  ftrong  their  benefits  have  wrought. 
To  action  fpurr’d,  and  rul’d  in  ev’rv  thought. 
Have  taught  my  foul  with  ardent  with  to  glow, 
I  cou’d  by  fervice  earn  what  they  beftow. 
Wing’d  with  defife  !  and  proud  my  friends  to 
pleafe, 

Ambitioufly,  I’ll  each  occafion  feize  1 
And  prove  when  duty  calls  me  to  the  teft, 

I  wifh  to  ferve  my  benefactors  beft. 

But  how  fhall  1  for  their  benevolence. 

Return  by  deeds,  an  ample  recompence  ! 
When  larged;  rivers,  which  inceffant  glide. 

And  mix  their  currents  with  the  briny  tide. 
Fall  vaftly  fhort,  and  from  each  copious  urn. 
Cannot  an  adequate  fupply  return  j 
Tho’  difembogueing  ages,  they  repay 
Diurnal  tribute  to  their  parent  fea. 

After  a  life  of  fervice  fhall  be  l'pent, 
Affiduoufly  refolv’d  to  give  content, 

I  yet  fhall  wifh  if  poffible  t’impart 
In  ampler  fort,  the  dictates  of  my  heart ; 

Still  ft  riving  to  difcharge  for  paft  and  prefent 
good. 

The  vaft  accumulating  debt  of  gratitude. 


